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11.  (C)  Summary.  Poloff  delivered  Ref  A and  B points  on  the  UN 
Third  Committee  country  resolutions.  No  Action  motions,  and 
retaliatory  resolutions  November  8 to  MFA  Office  Director  for 
Human  Rights  Laura  Carpini.  Poloff  also  delivered  Ref  C 
points  on  the  Australian  amendment  to  the  Cuba  embargo 
resolution.  On  all  points,  Carpini  responded  that  Italy 
would  vote  with  the  EU.  End  Summary. 

12.  (C)  Emphasizing  the  importance  of  working  together  on 
behalf  of  what  would  be  the  most  contentious  country  specific 
resolutions  (Iran,  Belarus),  Poloff  urged  Italy  to  support  a 
robust  EU  lobbying  effort.  On  No  Action  motions,  Carpini 
said  the  EU  position  had  been  not  to  support  them,  and  Italy 
would  follow  the  EU  position.  Poloff  expressed  strong  U.S. 
concerns  with  the  retaliatory  resolutions  brought  by  Belarus 
and  Iran,  urging  Italy  to  vote  against  them  and  lobby  to 
defeat  them.  Carpini  said  Italy  would  vote  according  to  the 
EU  position  on  the  resolutions,  noting  that  EU  members  were 
consulting  in  New  York  to  develop  a common  position.  She 
believed  that  the  EU  would  easily  decide  to  vote  against  the 
resolutions  on  human  rights  in  the  United  States  and  in 
Canada.  However,  she  believed  the  resolution  on  secret 
places  of  detention  could  be  more  problematic.  Poloff 
pointed  out  that  more  thoughtful,  balanced  resolutions  on  the 
subject  were  already  on  the  UNGA  agenda. 

13.  (C)  Poloff  requested  Italy's  support  for  the  Australian 
amendment  to  the  Cuba  embargo  resolution.  Carpini  responded 
that  the  EU  was  working  on  a common  position,  which  Italy 
would  follow.  She  emphasized  that  the  EU  would  provide  a 
robust  Explanation  of  Vote  on  the  embargo  resolution, 
stressing  human  rights  issues. 
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